“...His word is
in wmy hedart
like d fire, a
fire shyb up in
wmy bones. 1
dam ysedry of
holding it in;
indeed. 1
caneB.”

-Jder 20:9

Bridge the Gap: Lizz's Thoughts

SIDENOTE:

This youtiv
group news-
letter is
thwee pages.
Please
read it

and, enjoy!

I recently picked up, at
the church, the book “Get
Real: Making Core Chris-
tian Beliefs Relevant to
Teenagers” By Mike
Nappa, Amp Nappa &
Michael D. Warden, put
out by Group.

According to the cover,
the book teaches, “The 24
life-changing truths your
teenagers absolutely
MUST know!”

It addresses the differ-
ences between youth cul-
ture and adult thinking,
and how we as adults can
teach foundational Chris-
tian beliefs to teenagers.

As I started reading, T
started to really think
about the cultural gap.
Are we, as adults, more
worried about the culture

surrounding our young
people than about equip-
ping them with a firm
foundation?

Their language,
clothes, friend-
ships, activities
and of course
their methods of

communication all make
up their youth culture.
It’s who they are as a
community.

I'm not saying we stop
monitoring these things,
but, at the same time rec-
ognize youth culture looks
different than it used to.
They interact in a differ-
ent way than we do or
did, and we are not going
to be able to ‘fix it’ or ‘fix
them’ because it’s what
binds together an entire
generation.

Whether we understand
why our young people
think cell phones are
critical to developing
friendships (btw, yes,
they can be) because Tike,
everyone texts now’ or
‘tweets’, and ‘anyone
who’s anyone has a face-
book account’ (and most
every one of them does)...
the truth is it really is
part of their culture.

The statistics given in
the book bring me to the
conclusion that most
youth believe that
churches today would
rather rescue them
from the things that
make up their culture
than give them real

cont. on pg 3

YG Update

Well, twice we've

(21)! In March, 19 youth
and three leaders went to
Pizza Hut & Cosmic Bowl-

snack. Our youth come
from a variety of home
lives and most know little

scheduled the youth group
to sing in church and twice
the weather has impeded
our mission. Arg!
However, the youth did
attend Ash Wednesday
service (18 attended) and
the bread and broth nights

ing in H'ville. We got home
about lam and had a blast!
On average there are 20
youth group attendees
every Wednesday night.
We have music, a lesson,
games and (sometimes) a

of what unconditional love
really means. I pray that
those youth who do not at-
tend another church would
soon have a desire to at-
tend ours and bring their
family members.
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It’s Almost Easter! But, Don’t
Forget about Good Friday

WHAT: Youth Group & church

pizza night and a showing of the
Hollywood movie The Passion of
the Christ* with discussion.

WHEN: GOOD FRIDAY THIS

Friday evening, April 2 from 5:30
to 10:30 in church Fellowship Hall.

WHY: % To watch a stirring

depiction of the last 12 hours of
Chr i s tgbtesconparé this
movie to the account found in the
four gospels % to awaken our
understanding of the gift that God
has given us in Christ Jesus.

WHO: Anyone age 12 and
older is invited to attend. Any-
one 17 or younger not accompa-
nied by a parent must have written
permission to attend. The movie is
Rated-R due to its graphic nature.
No childcare will be provided.

HOW:t o

Scan the four gospels in the Bible
(Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)

prepare

in what events they outline the last
I i f

day of Jesusbd

Know that the movie is mostly in
subtitles... so bring your glasses!
Even i f you
still

donot
under stand

Bring your Bible or borrow a Bible
from the church for the evening.

Come eat pizza with us before the
movie starts! Good Fellowship on
Good Friday!

HOW:t he

5:30-6:30 (Please let Lizz Talbot know if
you are coming to eat so we can order
pizzas.816.547.5442 or 987.4129) Time

to eat! Pizza will be provided.

evening

6:30-7:00 Small group discussion
of four gospel accounts.

7:00 Start movie. The movie will
be shown in four segments with
15 min break after each. The
movie and discussion time should
be completed by 10pm.

HOW:t he

movie is

* “From Academy Award-
winning director Mel Gib-
son comes a profound story
of courage and sacrifice

yo Lﬂ@ﬁi(,eciln the final twelve

hours in the life of Jesus
Christ.

Featuring stunning cine-
gnatography and an in-
spired performance by Jim
Caviezel, The Passion of the
Christ is a triumphant and

w

Special points of
interest:

p YG Bulletin Board
downstairs:

“It only takes a
spark to ignite
a WILDFIRE!”

Cloln® ¥heck out the
sparks that other
people have been
making in our lives.

Easter Egg candy
needed by THIS
WED. March 31 so
the youth can
stuff Easter Eggs!

lescri bedé

- The youth have been
challenged to memo-
rize a new scripture
each week. Try to
keep up! Ephesians
4:29; Romans 12:1;
Romans 12:2;
Jeremiah 20:9;
Jeremiah 29: 11-13

unicerapirorhiging filmmakd 6 | |l

g achdevenenti”’ng on!




HOW TO HELP:

* Prayer Support: Dedicate to pray for

April Events

the group or a specific student each week.

* Food Support: There is a snack sign-

March Youth Group

YG to M. Thurs. Sve.

up sheet on the bulletin board up-

YG hosts G. Fri. event

Easter Sunday

Youth Group

YG Game Night

Youth Group

o1 stairs. In need of snacks por favor.
1
* Activities Support: Come to our Good
2 Friday showing of the “Passion of the
Christ” directed by Mel Gibson. Food at
4 5:30pm downstairs, April 2.
* Schedule a Wed. night to come and
7 hang out with the youth, set up snacks,
14 lead games, share your testimony or just
sit and listen to someone.
21
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"Bridge the Gap” contd

and basic Christian princi-
ples to build their lives on.

The cultural gap between
Christian adults and young
people is real and young people
are feeling it.

If we condemn what they
wear, activities they like or
belittle their choice of friends,
we only increase the apathetic,

cynical behavior in which teen-

agers already clothe themselves.

My prayer is that parents,
grandparents, teachers, minis-
ters, youth workers and people
of the church would see the cul-
ture gap, unite in prayer for the
youth of today...not that youth
would transform, but that they
would be transformed by the
renewing of their minds.

Not that they become more
like us, but that they would
learn from us how to love the

r_.-,_.-._.-_d-_d-_i-_d-__.-_ﬂ-_d-__.-_d-_d-_i-_d-__.w_

Lord their God with all their
heart, soul, mind and body and
that they would learn from us
how to love others like they love
themselves.

Dear God, may the youth of this
nation, this state, this town and
this church learn foundational
Christian truths to stand on and
receive “practical answers they
can use right now in the ‘heat’ of
real-life problems they can’t ig-
nore (G.R. p12).” And | pray that

it starts here with us. In Jesus
Name. Amen.



